CHAPTER XIX.
THE conquest of Gaul had been an exploit of extraordinary military difficulty. The intricacy of the problem had been enhanced by the venom of a domestic faction, to which the victories of a democratic general were more unwelcome than national disgrace The discomfiture of Craasus had been more pleasant news to the Senate than the defeat of Anovistua, and the passionate hope of the aristocracy had been for some opportunity which would enable them to check Caesar m his career of conquest and bring him home to dishonor and perhaps impeachment They had failed The efforts of the Gauls to maintain or recover their independence had been successively beaten down, and at the close of the summer of 53 Cassar had returned to the North of Italy, believing that the organization of the province which he had added to the Empiie was all that remained to be accomplished But Roman civilians had followed in the van of the armies Roman traders had penetrated into the towns on the Seme and the Loire, and the cunous Celts had leaint from them the distractions of their new rulers Caesai's situation was as well understood among the JEdui and the Sequani as in the clubs and coten.es of the capital of the Empire, and the turn of events was watched with equal anxiety The victory over Sabi-nus, sharply avenged as it had been, kept alive the hope that their independence might yet be recovered